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Introduction
The selection of optional subjects at Key Stage 4
is one of the crucial moments in any student’s
education. We will be following a two-year Key
Stage 4 programme, starting in Year 10. We aim
to ensure that the information and guidance
provided will support our students through the
options process and ensure that their informed
choices lead to the maximisation of their
potential.
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It will be important that each student
understands their own strengths and
weaknesses so that they can optimise their
chances of success. Equally, we recommend that
each student selects courses in which they have
a real aptitude as well as interest.
The educational landscape has changed
considerably in recent years and this has
impacted on the curriculum that students follow.
Major GCSE reform has been introduced from
2015 and we have taken all the necessary steps
to ensure our students are well prepared for
these changes. The introduction of reformed
qualiﬁcations places a focus on certain key
subjects seen as oﬀering academic rigour and a
ﬁrm foundation for students’ future success
whatever route they follow.

Qualiﬁcations
There are two main types of qualiﬁcation, ‘GCSE’ and ‘Vocational’.
The General Certiﬁcate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is a primarily
exam-based qualiﬁcation, which may include some coursework or
practical work, depending on the nature of the subject.
Vocational qualiﬁcations result in a Level 2 qualiﬁcation. The ﬁnal
qualiﬁcation is mainly based on coursework that takes place
throughout the course but some vocational courses also feature an
examined element.

What Will The Curriculum Look Like?
Tonyrefail Community School is a fully inclusive school. Our aim is to
oﬀer a broad and balanced curriculum which enables accessibility for
all and one which is varied and meets the needs and aspirations of our
students. Ensuring the combination of courses our students study
provides suitable progression routes into post-16 study and beyond is
of paramount importance to us at Tonyrefail Community School.
Students will study the following Core Subject Suite:
• GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature
• GCSE Mathematics and GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy
• GCSE Science
• Level 1 / 2 Skills Challenge Certiﬁcate
• GCSE Welsh Second Language / Level 2 Wales, Europe and
the World
• Level 2 Lessons in Financial Education
• Physical Education
• Religion, Values and Ethics
• Personal and Social Education
In addition to this, we will be asking students to select subject choices
from the Option Subject Suite. These will be studied for two years.

GCSE Courses
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GCSE Art and Design
GCSE Business
GCSE Computer Science
GCSE Drama
GCSE Film Studies
GCSE French
GCSE Geography
GCSE Design and Technology

• GCSE Health, Social Care and
Childcare
• GCSE History
• GCSE Media Studies
• GCSE Music
• GCSE Physical Education
• GCSE Religious Studies
• GCSE Spanish

Vocational Courses
• Level 1 / 2 Constructing the Built
Environment
• Level 2 Engineering
• BTEC Enterprise
• Level 1 / 2 Hospitality and Catering
• Level 1 / 2 ICT

•
•
•
•

BTEC Leadership in Sport
BTEC Performing Arts
Level 1 / 2 Tourism
Level 2 Understanding Nutrition
and Health

To support the students with making their choices we will be providing the
following:
• A series of video presentations by each subject during morning
registration
• This Options Booklet, which contains information on courses and subjects
• An opportunity to meet with staﬀ to discuss choices and aspirations
• Students will also have access to an independent careers advisor.
It is an exciting time for Year 9 students. The options process is designed to
ensure that all students have the opportunity to study a broad range of
subjects including the core subjects, whilst still giving each individual a
degree of choice. We ask that parents / carers and students go through the
information contained in this booklet together so that you will be able to
discuss which courses are appropriate.
The options process has been explained to all Year 9 students in a special
Options Assembly.

How to choose
Students should choose subjects:
• they like and ones which excite, motivate and interest them
• they feel might help them in the general career area that they are interested
in, such as ‘working with people’ or ‘using practical skills’
• by ﬁnding out exactly what each course involves by reading this handbook
and decide whether they can cope with the demands of the subject
• by asking their teachers for advice on their level of achievement and future
potential in each subject
• by ensuring they have a balance of practical and non-practical subjects.

Frequently asked questions
Will I deﬁnitely have all the subjects I ask for?
The majority of students will be allocated the selection of courses they have
chosen. However, each year minor changes do need to be made. This aﬀects
only a very few students and we will do everything within our power to oﬀer
the selection you make.
If there aren’t enough students opting for a subject, then that subject will not
run. Is this true?
Yes. Unfortunately, we cannot run a course for a small number of students. If
this happens, we will liaise closely with students to ensure that an alternative
suitable option is elected for.
If I can’t decide between 2 subjects, who should I talk to?
Talk to your teachers, parents, form teachers or Achievement Leader. Remember
to consider your own strengths, interests, needs and career plans in making your
ﬁnal choice.
Can I change my mind later?
The subjects you choose are for the next two years. Therefore, it is very important
that the right choice is made at the outset. It is only in exceptional circumstances
that students are permitted to change their courses once they have begun in
September. Please bear this in mind.

Core
Subject Suite

English Language
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

All students will follow the WJEC
GCSE English Language course.
Assessment for GCSE English
Language is untiered and allows
students to access the full grade
range of A*-G.

Unit 1: Oracy
• Two tasks including an individual researched
presentation and one group discussion provided by
WJEC to initiate the discussion.

GCSE English Language promotes an
integrated approach to oracy,
reading and writing so that writing
and oracy work are stimulated by
reading experiences.
All texts in the examination will be
‘unseen’, that is, students will not
have studied the examination texts
during the course.
GCSE English Language focuses
primarily on the functional aspects
of language. It provides students
with the skills and abilities they
need to take active and responsible
roles in their communities, everyday
life, and the workplace and in
educational settings.
Assessment of the Individual
Presentation will take place at the
end of Year 10 and the Responding
and Interacting task will take place
prior to October half term. Both
exam units will be taken in
summer of Year 11.

Unit 2: Reading and Writing
• Section A - Understanding of at least one
description, one narration and one exposition text,
including continuous and non-continuous texts,
assessed through a range of structured questions.
• Section B - One writing task to be selected from a
choice of two that could be either description,
narration or exposition.
Unit 3: Reading and Writing
• Section A - Understanding of at least one
argumentation, one persuasion and one
instructional text, including continuous and
non-continuous texts, assessed through a range of
structured questions.
• Section B - One compulsory argumentation writing
task and one compulsory persuasion writing task.

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Oracy

20%

Non-exam
assessment

Unit 2: Reading and
Writing

40%

Written
examination

Unit 3: Reading and
Writing

40%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
The study of GCSE English Language is intended to
encourage progression to further, higher education, or
to employment, as it covers the key skills of reading,
writing and communicating.
It also prepares students to obtain the relevant
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to study
English Language, English Literature and English
Language and Literature at Key Stage 5.

English Literature
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

Some students will follow the
WJEC GCSE English Literature
course in addition to the GCSE
English Language course. The
study of literature encourages
an informed personal response
and a critical understanding of a
range of texts in the genres of
prose, poetry, and drama. GCSE
English Literature is made up of
two externally assessed units,
and one internally assessed unit.
The two externally assessed
units test students’ knowledge
and understanding of prose from
diﬀerent cultures, contemporary
unseen poetry and literary
heritage and contemporary
drama/prose. The internally
assessed unit tests students’
knowledge and understanding of
a play by Shakespeare and
Welsh writing in English.

Unit 1: Diﬀerent Cultures Prose and Unseen Poetry
Unit 2: Literary Heritage Drama and Contemporary
Prose
Unit 3: Shakespeare and Welsh Writing
Texts that are currently taught include Of Mice and
Men, An Inspector Calls, Heroes, Romeo and Juliet and
a range of Welsh poetry taken from a prescribed list.
These texts, however, may be subject to change.

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1

35%

Written
examination

Unit 2

40%

Written
examination

Unit 3

25%

Non-exam
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
GCSE English Literature builds upon the Programmes
of Study for English in Key Stages 1-3.
It also prepares students to obtain the relevant
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to study
English Literature and English Language and Literature
at Key Stage 5.

Mathematics
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The GCSE course in Mathematics
should enable students to:
• Develop knowledge, skills and
understanding of mathematical
methods, techniques and
concepts required for
progression into mathematics or
mathematically-related
disciplines or employment routes
• Make connections between
diﬀerent areas of mathematics
• Select and apply mathematical
methods in both mathematical
and real-world contexts
• Reason mathematically, construct
arguments and simple proofs,
and make logical deductions and
inferences
• Develop and reﬁne strategies for
solving a range of mathematical
and real world problems
• Communicate mathematical
information in a variety of forms
• Interpret mathematical results
and draw and justify
conclusions that are relevant to
the context
• Communicate mathematical
information in a variety of
forms.

GCSE Mathematics will build on and progress from the
levels of mathematics expected at the end of KS3
through the National Curriculum Programme of Study
for Mathematics. It will extend to aspects of
mathematics needed for progression to scientiﬁc,
technical or further mathematical study.

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: (non-calculator)

50%

Written
examination

Unit 2: (calculator)

50%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
These qualiﬁcations will encourage students to be
inspired, moved and challenged by following a broad,
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It
will help students to develop conﬁdence in, and a
positive attitude towards, mathematics and to
recognise the importance and relevance of
mathematics to their everyday lives and to society.
It will enable students to appreciate the coherence,
creativity, elegance and power of mathematics. It will
prepare students to make informed decisions about
further learning opportunities and career choices. It
will have an emphasis on those aspects of
mathematics required for progression into
mathematics or mathematically-related disciplines or
employment routes. It will feature problems set both
in real-world contexts and within mathematics itself
and will encourage students to employ and evaluate
diﬀerent mathematical techniques.

Mathematics - Numeracy
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The GCSE course in
Mathematics – Numeracy will
enable students to:
• Develop knowledge, skills
and understanding of
mathematical and statistical
methods, techniques and
concepts required for
everyday life, in the world of
work, and in other general
curriculum areas
• Select and apply appropriate
mathematics and statistics in
everyday situations and
contexts from the real world
• Use mathematics to represent,
analyse and interpret
information
• Acquire and use strategies for
problem solving and modelling
in context
• Understand that models may
need reﬁning and that there
may be more than one way to
solve a problem
• Interpret mathematical results
and draw and justify
conclusions that are relevant
to the context
• Communicate mathematical
information in a variety of
forms.

GCSE in Mathematics – Numeracy will assess the
mathematics that students will need in their everyday
lives, in the world of work, and in other general
curriculum areas.

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: (non-calculator)

50%

Written
examination

Unit 2: (calculator)

50%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
These qualiﬁcations will encourage students to be
inspired, moved and challenged by following a broad,
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It
will help students to develop conﬁdence in, and a
positive attitude towards, mathematics and to
recognise the importance and relevance of
mathematics to their everyday lives and to society.
It will enable students to appreciate the coherence,
creativity, elegance and power of mathematics. It will
prepare students to make informed decisions about
further learning opportunities and career choices. It
will have an emphasis on those aspects of
mathematics required for progression into
mathematics or mathematically-related disciplines or
employment routes. It will feature problems set both
in real-world contexts and within mathematics itself
and will encourage students to employ and evaluate
diﬀerent mathematical techniques.

Skills Challenge
Certiﬁcate
Course Outline

Level 1 / 2

What will I study?

The revised and more rigorous
Welsh Baccalaureate is based on
a Skills Challenge Certiﬁcate,
which will be graded, and
Supporting Qualiﬁcations. The
primary aim is to enable students
to develop and demonstrate an
understanding of and proﬁciency in
essential and employability skills:
• Communication
• Numeracy
• Digital Literacy
• Planning and Organisation
• Creativity and Innovation
• Critical Thinking and Problem
Solving
• Personal Eﬀectiveness.

Throughout the Skills Challenge Certiﬁcate, students
will engage in a diverse range of projects that will
develop their skills and experiences. Students will
complete:
• The Enterprise and Employability Challenge:
Students will work collaboratively to create a new
product or service and construct a Visual Display
and pitch to present their ideas.
• The Community Challenge: Students will plan and
conduct 10 hours of community participation.
• The Global Challenge: Students will study and
respond to global issues by producing a Personal
Standpoint, and a Raising Awareness Pack.
• The Individual Project: Students will conduct a
personal research project, conducting primary and
secondary research, on a speciﬁc area of interest
to them.

The emphasis is on applied and
purposeful learning and to provide
opportunities for assessment in a
range of real life context through
three Challenge Briefs and an
Individual Project.

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: The Enterprise and
Employability Challenge

20%

Controlled
assessment

Unit 2: The Community
Challenge

15%

Controlled
assessment

Unit 3:The Individual
Project

50% Coursework

Unit 4:The Global
Challenge

15%

Controlled
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The central focus of the National/Foundation Welsh
Baccalaureate Qualiﬁcation is to provide a vehicle for
14-16 year olds to consolidate and develop essential
and employability skills. The qualiﬁcation will help
students to prepare for their future by developing
skills, attributes and behaviours valued by post-16
educators and potential employers.

Welsh Second Language
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

All students entering Year 10 will
study the language, just as they
have done in year 7, 8 and 9.

The course is designed to build up language acquired
Key Stage 3 and is designed to enable students to use
Welsh in further studies in the work place and in the
community. The language learnt is organised under
three broad themes:
• Employment
• Wales and the world
• Youth

While studying the course students
will have the opportunity to:
• Understand and use the
language for a variety of
purposes.
• Develop language learning
skills and strategies in order to
enable them to communicate
and interact conﬁdently.
• Develop listening, speaking,
reading and writing skills.
• Use Welsh in further studies, in
the workplace and in their
communities
• Develop curiosity about the
Welsh language.

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Oracy response
to visual stimulus

25%

Non-exam
Assessment

Unit 2: Communicating
with other people

25%

Non-exam
Assessment

Unit 3: Narrative, speciﬁc
and instructional

25%

Written
examination

Unit 4: Descriptive, creative
Written
25%
and imaginative
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Two languages, twice the skills. Recent research
shows that being able to speak and write in both
Welsh and English can give you an important
advantage whether you’re looking for a job or wanting
to further your career.
Laws in Wales mean that public services must treat
Welsh and English on an equal basis. This has meant a
rise in demand for people who can communicate well
in both languages.
Bilingual skills will be useful for any job in Wales and
having welsh language skills can further develop
career opportunities. Careers in the Community,
Education, Media and performing arts, Social care and
health, Leisure and tourism, Business and IT,
Agriculture, Law and Government.

Wales, Europe and
the World
Course Outline
The Wales, Europe and the
World qualiﬁcation introduces
learners to the cultural,
economic, environmental,
historical and linguistic
characteristics of Wales in relation
to Europe and the rest of the
world. The qualiﬁcation supports
the learners’ development of their
cultural identity and provides an
opportunity to reﬂect on their
position on the world stage.

Level 2

What will I study?
Learners will beneﬁt from developing and nurturing their
Welsh identity and understand how Wales works within their
local and national community and its relationships within the
UK, Europe and the rest of the world. Leaners will focus on
the following units:
• Tourism in Wales
• Leisure Time in Wales
• Music and Musicians of Wales
• Towards a Bilingual Society in Wales
• The Traditions and Customs of Wales

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1 - Tourism in Wales

16.6%

Internal
assessment

Unit 2 - Leisure Time
in Wales

16.6%

Internal
assessment

Unit 3 - Music and
Musicians of Wales

Internal
16.6% assessment

Unit 4 - Towards a Bilingual
Internal
16.6%
Society in Wales
assessment

11

Unit 5 - The Traditions and
Customs of Wales

16.6%

Unit 6 - Optional Unit

Internal
16.6% assessment

Internal
assessment

Science
Subject Suite

Biology
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

This WJEC GCSE Biology
speciﬁcation provides a broad,
coherent, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study. It
encourages learners to develop
conﬁdence in, and a positive
attitude towards, science and to
recognise its importance in their
own lives and to society.

Year 10
Cells, Organ systems and Ecosystems • Cells and
movement across membranes • Respiration and the
respiratory system • Digestion and the digestive
system • The circulatory system • Plants and
photosynthesis • Ecosystems, cycles and human
impact on the environment

Studying GCSE Biology provides
the foundations for understanding
the material world. Scientiﬁc
understanding is changing our lives
and is vital to the world’s future
prosperity, and all students will be
taught essential aspects of the
knowledge, methods, processes and
uses of science.
Students will be helped to
appreciate how the complex and
diverse phenomena of the natural
world can be described in terms of
a small number of key ideas
relating to the sciences which are
both interlinked, and are of
universal application.

Year 11
Variation, homeostasis and microorganisms
• Classiﬁcation and Biodiversity • Cell division and
stem cells • DNA and inheritance • Variation and
evolution • Response and regulation • Disease,
defence and treatment • Kidney and homeostasis
• Micro-organisms and their applications

How will I be assessed?
Year

10
11

Unit
Unit 1: Cells, organs and
Ecosystems.

Assessment
45%

Written
examination

Unit 2: Variation, homeostasis
Written
45%
and microorganisms
examination
Unit 3:Practical
examination

10%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
GCSE Biology allows progression to a wide range of
opportunities in varied areas. Studying triple science is
the preferred route if you are thinking of studying
further in a science /engineering /medicine subject
areas.
GCSE Biology qualiﬁcations can be used to:
• Continue into the sixth form to study AS and A2
science based subjects.
• Continue into the sixth form to study vocational or
vocational A Level qualiﬁcations.
• Apply for employment in ﬁelds as diverse as
nursing, engineering, construction, sport science,
banking and business.

Chemistry
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

This WJEC GCSE Chemistry
speciﬁcation provides a broad,
coherent, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study. It
encourages students to develop
conﬁdence in, and a positive
attitude towards, science and to
recognise its importance in their
own lives and to society.

Year 10
Nature of substances • Atomic structure & Periodic
table, • Water • The ever changing Earth • Rate of
chemical change • Limestone

Studying GCSE Chemistry provides
the foundations for understanding
the material world. Scientiﬁc
understanding is changing our lives
and is vital to the world’s future
prosperity, and all students will be
taught essential aspects of the
knowledge, methods, processes and
uses of science.
Students will be helped to
appreciate how the complex and
diverse phenomena of the natural
world can be described in terms of
a small number of key ideas
relating to the sciences which are
both inter-linked, and are of
universal application.

Year 11
Bonding, structure and properties • Acids, bases and
salts • Metals & their extraction • Chemical reactions
and energy • Crude oil, fuels and organic chemistry
• Reversible reactions, industrial processes and
important chemicals

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Chemical
Written
Substances, Reactions and 45%
examination
Essential Resources
Unit 2: Chemical bonding,
Written
45%
application of chemical
examination
Reactions and organic chemistry
Unit 3:Practical
examination

10%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Gaining a qualiﬁcation in GCSE Chemistry opens up a
wide range of exciting opportunities in many varied areas.
There is the opportunity to:
• Continue into the sixth form to study AS and A2
science subjects
• Continue into the sixth form to study a wide range
of other A Level and level 3 qualiﬁcations.
• Apply for employment or apprenticeships using
chemistry in settings where food, petrochemicals
or pharmaceuticals are developed or
manufactured. Opportunities for apprentice
laboratory technicians are often advertised.

Physics
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

This WJEC GCSE Physics
speciﬁcation provides a
broad, coherent, satisfying
and worthwhile course of
study. It encourages students
to develop conﬁdence in, and
a positive attitude towards,
science and to recognise its
importance in their own lives
and to society.
Studying GCSE Physics
provides the foundations for
understanding the material
world. Scientiﬁc
understanding is changing our
lives and is vital to the
world’s future prosperity,
and all students will be
taught essential aspects of
the knowledge, methods,
processes and uses of
science.
Students will be helped to
appreciate how the complex
and diverse phenomena of
the natural world can be
described in terms of a small
number of key ideas relating
to the sciences which are
both inter-linked, and are of
universal application.

Year 10
Electricity, Energy and Waves • Waves • Seismic
waves • Kinetic theory • Electromagnetism
• Electricity • Energy
Year 11
Forces, Space and Radioactivity • Further motion
concepts • The Universe • Nuclear decay and nuclear
energy• Forces

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1:Waves, energy,
circuits and energy
transfer

45%

Written
examination

Unit 2:Radioactivity,
Forces, Solar system and
motion

45%

Written
examination

Unit 3:Practical
examination

10%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Gaining a qualiﬁcation in GCSE Physics opens up an
extremely wide range of opportunities in many areas
ranging from engineering to meteorology and banking.
There is the opportunity to:
• Continue into the sixth form to study AS and A2
science subjects
• Continue into the sixth form to study a wide range of
other A Level and level 3 qualiﬁcations
• Apply for employment in ﬁelds as diverse as
engineering to meteorology and banking.

Applied Science
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The WJEC GCSE Applied Science
course utilises a context led
approach to science learning and
assessment. It provides students
with a broad,
coherent, practical, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study.

GCSE Applied Science (Single Award) provides a
context led approach to science learning whilst
developing students’ knowledge, understanding and
skills. The course enables students to make
meaningful connections between what they learn and
how science is used to solve ‘real world’ problems.
Students will gain insight into, and experience of how
science works, whilst encouraging them to develop an
understanding of science, its applications and its
relationship to the individual and society.

Studying the GCSE Applied Science
provides insight into, and
experience of how science
works whilst stimulating students'
curiosity and encouraging them to
develop an understanding of
science, its applications and its
relationship to the individual and
society. It will also prepare students
to make informed decisions about
further study and training
opportunities in applied science.

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1 – Science in the
Modern World

40%

Written
examination

Unit 2 – Science to
Support our Lifestyles

30%

Written
examination

Unit 3 - Task Based
Assessment

20%

Controlled Assessment
(externally assessed)

Unit 3 - Practical Controlled
Practical
10%
Assessment
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
GCSE Single Award Science oﬀers pupils a broad
course of study that adds to their knowledge and
understanding of the living, material and physical
worlds and develops their understanding of how
science is used in everyday life.
This GCSE is not designed to enable progression to
level 3 qualiﬁcations in the Science subject disciplines.

Option
Subject Suite

Art and Design
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The WJEC GCSE Art and Design
course provides the ﬂexibility
and capacity to build and extend
the breadth and depth of
students’ creative practice and
oﬀers the choice of a broad-based
general course.

In GCSE Art and Design students will study the theme
of Identity and Messages, taking inspiration from the
world around them. They will research and analyse
other artists, experiment with new materials and art
making processes, record from observation and create
personal responses.

The course requires students to
learn through practical experience
and demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of sources that
inform their creative intentions.
Intentions should be realised
through purposeful engagement
with visual language, visual
concepts, media, materials and the
application of appropriate
techniques and working methods.
Practical and theoretical activities
should be complementary.
Students are required to develop
and apply relevant subject-speciﬁc
skills in order to use visual
language to communicate
personal ideas, meanings and
responses. They must, over time,
reﬂect critically upon their
creative journey and its
eﬀectiveness in relation to the
realisation of their personal
intentions.

GCSE Art and Design is about students ﬁnding their
own style, creating the kind of art that they like and
ﬁnding out new ways to express themselves. From
drawing and painting, textile art, print making, graphic
design, 3D making and photography students will
explore many diﬀerent ways of making art. It is an
exciting and fast paced course that oﬀers students the
freedom to be explore your creativity and imagination.

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit

Assessment

10

Unit 1: Portfolio

Internally
60% assessed and
externally
moderated

11

Unit 2: Externally Set
Assignment

Internally
40% assessed and
externally
moderated

Career opportunities and
progression
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gallery and Exhibits Design • Illustration • Textiles
Professional Photography • Restoration • Animation
Game Design • Biomedical Illustration • Fine Art
Interior Design • Architecture • Art History
User Interface Design • Art Conservation
Graphic Design • Art Therapy • Jewelry Design
Branding & Marketing • Industrial Design
Furniture Making • Fashion Design • Ceramics
Photojournalism • Web Design

Business
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The course teaches students
about diﬀerent aspects of
business and developing their
knowledge and understanding of
a wide range of business contexts.

The GCSE Business course consists of six units to be
studied over Years 10 and 11. These units are:

Studying GCSE Business will give
students a real insight and
comprehensive understanding into
the ways that businesses today
operate in an ever changing and
internationally competitive and
dynamic environment. Students will
learn by studying a variety of topics
and real business scenarios,
examining the various factors
impacting on business activity and
their behaviour.
The GCSE has been developed to
encourage students to develop
initiative and the skills of problem
solving and decisionmaking.
The GCSE course has proven to be
popular and successful with
standards consistently well above
national averages for A*/A and
A*-C grades.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Business activity
Inﬂuences on business
Business operations
Finance
Marketing
Human resources

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Coursework
Portfolio

62.5%

Written
examination

Unit 3: Coursework
Portfolio

37.5%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
The course forms a good basis for students to
progress to the A Level Business and / or Economics
course, the BTEC Level 3 Public Services course and
then to go onto further studies at University to gain
higher qualiﬁcations in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accounts
Business Management
Economics
Hotel Management
Investment Banking
Law
Marketing

If further education is not your preferred destination
then you could leave with a recognised qualiﬁcation
and enter the world of work, choosing a vocation in
both the private and public sector or selfemployment.

Computer Science
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

This course promotes the
integrated study of computer
science. It enables students to
develop a broad range of skills in
the areas of programming, system
development, computer
architecture, data, communication
and applications.

The WJEC GCSE in Computer Science encourages
students to understand and apply the fundamental
principles and concepts of computer science, including;
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data
representation.

It demands both logical discipline
and imaginative creativity in the
selection and design of algorithms
and the writing, testing and
debugging of programs; it relies on
an understanding of the rules of
language at a fundamental level; it
encourages an awareness of the
management and organisation of
computer systems; it extends
students’ horizons beyond the
school or college environment in
the appreciation of the eﬀects of
computer science on society and
individuals.

Analyse problems in computational terms through
practical experience of solving such problems, including
designing, writing and debugging programs to do so.
Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and
critically.
Understand the components that make up digital
systems, and how they communicate with one another
and with other systems. Understand the impacts of
digital technology to the individual and to wider society.
Apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science.
Computers are widely used in all aspects of business,
industry, government, education, leisure and the home.
In this technological age, a study of computer science,
and particularly how computers are used in the solution
of a variety of problems, is essential to students.

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit
Unit 1: Understanding
Computer Science

11

Assessment
50%

Written
examination

Unit 2: Computational
On-screen
30%
Thinking and Programming
examination
Unit 3: Software
Development

20%

Non-exam
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
This course builds on subject content which is typically
taught at key stage 3 and provides a foundation for the
study of Computer Science at either AS or A level. In
addition, the course provides a coherent, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study for students who do not
progress to further study in this subject. Following
further study students could then progress to further
education studying a degree in Computer Science, or
any related ﬁeld of interest.

Design and Technology
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

Design and Technology is
essentially a practically based
subject where students will
develop their knowledge and
understanding of materials and
processes through design and make
projects.

Design Technology GCSE encompasses engineering
design and product design over the course of 2 years.
Throughout the course, projects will allow students
develop skills working with a range of materials
including; woods; metals; plastics; smart materials and
fabrics. Students will advance competence in working
with a wide range of hand tools, machinery and
develop a sound knowledge of work shop safety.
Students will receive extensive training to develop
drawing skills that will allow them to present their
ideas and will have the opportunity to work with
CAD/CAM machines to produce working parts for
their design and make tasks.
Candidates are required to complete one 35 hour
design, make and evaluate task. The task is divided
into two sections. Section A is concerned with
designing the product and Section B is concerned with
planning, making and evaluating the product.
The examination consists of a mix of short answer,
structured and extended writing questions assessing
candidates' knowledge and understanding of
engineering and product design.

Students opting to study Design and
Technology will have the
opportunity to work in modern
workshops, well equipped with
industry standard tools and
equipment.
The department boasts its own
computer suite that is used to
develop designing skills in a variety
of Computer Aided Design software
packages.
Students will have the opportunity
to work with Computer Aided
Manufacturing equipment similar to
that found in local industry
including our 3D printer, Laser
Cutting machine and CAM routers.

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Design and Technology
Written
50%
in the 21st Century
examination
Unit 2: Design and make
task

50%

Controlled
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
GCSE Design and Technology provides a suitable
pathway for students interested in going on to study
Engineering or Product Design at AS/A-Level and is
particularly suited to students considering a career,
apprenticeship or further education in product design,
set design, architecture, CAD design, multimedia design,
or mechanical, civil, motor and electrical engineering.

Drama
GCSE

Course Outline
The WJEC GCSE in Drama is an exciting,
inspiring and practical course. The
speciﬁcation promotes involvement in
and enjoyment of drama, as performers
and/or designers. Additionally it provides
opportunities to attend live theatre
performances and to develop skills as
informed and thoughtful audience
members.
Through following this speciﬁcation,
learners will be given opportunities to
participate in and interpret their own and
others' drama. Learners have the option to
work practically as performers and/or
designers in Units 1 and 2.
Learners will investigate a practitioner or
genre of drama, work collaboratively to
develop ideas to communicate meaning and
experiment with dramatic conventions,
forms and techniques to produce and
realise a piece of original theatre. They will
also have the opportunity to participate in
the performance of an extract from a
published performance text. Learners will
demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of drama, including their
ability to interpret texts for performance,
in a written examination. However, in
preparation for this assessment, learners
are encouraged to study their chosen
text practically as a performer, designer
and director.

What will I study?
Unit 1: Devising Theatre: Learners participate in the creation,
development and performance of a piece of devised theatre
based on either the work of a theatre practitioner or a genre in
response to a stimulus set by WJEC. Learners complete a written
evaluation of the devised performance under formal supervision.
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners
work in groups of between two and ﬁve performers.
Unit 2: Performing Theatre: Learners participate in a performance
based on two 10 minute extracts from a performance text of their
own choice. Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.
Learners work in groups of between two and four performers.
Unit 3: Interpreting Theatre/Written Exam: Section A: Set Text; A
series of questions on one set text explored as an actor, designer
and director from a choice of ﬁve: Romeo and Juliet William
Shakespeare, 100, Imaginary Body, 1984, Two Faces, The Shadow
of the Sickle. Section B: Live Theatre Review; One question, from
a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of one live
theatre production seen during the course.

How will I be assessed?
Year

10
11

Unit
Unit 1: Devising Theatre

Assessment
40%

Non-exam
assessment

Unit 2: Performing Theatre 20% Non-exam
assessment
Unit 3: Interpreting Theatre

40%

Written
examination:

Career opportunities and
progression
The performing arts are a major part of the creative and cultural
industries in the UK. Overall, the industry contributes £3.5 billion to the
UK economy. There are 5,480 businesses and 101,593 people working in
the performing arts sector. Study of this sector at Key Stage 4 will
complement GCSE study through providing an opportunity for practical
exploration and application alongside conceptual study, leading to strong
opportunities to progress post-16.
This qualiﬁcation provides students with the opportunity to develop
all-round performance skills and transferable skills such as
self-conﬁdence, self-presentation, personal discipline, time management
and organisational skills which are highly
regarded by higher education and employers.

Film Studies
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

Component 1 assesses
knowledge and understanding of
three US ﬁlms chosen from a
range of options.
Key developments in ﬁlm, ﬁlm
technology and industry are also
studied.

The ﬁlm industry has always been one of the world’s
largest economies. It is growing here in Wales and
careers and opportunities are opening-up all the time.
You will study the industry in depth and the ﬁlms from
both mainstream and independent cinema. You will
look at British ﬁlm, global and delve into the industry
itself.

Component 2 assesses knowledge
and understanding of three global
ﬁlms produced outside the US
chosen from a range of options.
Films such as; Grease, Skyfall, ET,
Attack the Block and others will be
studied in- depth.

You will have the opportunity to create your own ﬁlmwriting a screenplay for a mainstream audience; thus
experiencing the industry requirements of post and
pre- production.

Component 3 will enable pupils to
create their own ﬁlm- creating a
screenplay for a key scene. Genres
include; teen, horror, sci-ﬁ and
romance.

Skills development in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Set/Costume Design
Lighting/Sound Design
Moving Image Production
Screenplays and scriptwriting
Analysis of texts and context
Cinematography
Aesthetics
Industry requirements

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Examination

50%

Written
examination

Non-Examination
Assessment

50%

Internal
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The course is mainly suitable as a foundation for further
study. This further study could provide learners with
the awareness of the work and skills required of
diﬀerent types of job roles in the sector. As a result,
learners may wish to start an apprenticeship or continue
with studies into higher education in order to pursue
those job roles. In addition, you can go on to study
Film, Art, Music, Drama and Media at both GCSE and
A-Level.

French
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

This GCSE course in French
will develop students’ desire
and ability to communicate with
and understand speakers of
French in a variety of contexts
and for a variety of purposes.

The GCSE course provides a natural progression from
the topics already studied in Key Stage 3. It aims to
develop the four language skills and to extend
knowledge of the way the language works through the
study of grammar.

The course will broaden
horizons, develop cultural
knowledge and understanding
and foster transferable skills such
as conﬁdence, communication,
problem solving and creativity.
The course will enable students
to:
• develop their ability to
communicate conﬁdently
and coherently with native
speakers
• express and develop
thoughts and ideas
spontaneously and ﬂuently
• listen to and understand
clearly articulated,
standard speech at near
normal speed
• develop awareness and
understanding of the
culture and identity of the
countries and
communities where the
language is spoken

Students follow the WJEC course and study topics
which build upon their knowledge from KS3 such as
family, home life, school and free time.
The context for learning the language is organised
under three broad themes:
• Identity and culture
• Wales and the World – areas of interest
• Current and future study and employment

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Speaking

25%

Speaking
examination

Unit 2: Listening

25%

Listening
examination

Unit 3: Reading

25%

Reading
examination

Unit 4: Writing

25%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
• Foreign language qualiﬁcations are well regarded by
universities’ admissions tutors.
• They are of ever-increasing value in the competition
for employment in commerce and industry.
• 75% of employers need people with language skills
and will lose business without this.
• Graduates with modern languages are more likely to
ﬁnd work than those without.

Geography
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

Geography adopts an enquiry
approach to the study of
geographical information, issues and
concepts. It promotes critical and
reﬂective thinking about issues that
aﬀect our lives and the lives of others
from a local to a global scale. It
considers concepts such as cause and
eﬀect, cycles and ﬂows, geographical
futures, Interconnectedness and
sustainable communities.

• Landscapes and Physical Processes – Distinctive
landscapes in Wales; river and coastal landforms;
ﬂooding
• Rural-urban Links – Changes to villages and cities;
changes to retailing; global cities
• Tectonic Landscapes and Hazards – Volcanoes and
earthquakes and their impacts
• Weather, climate and ecosystems – Climate change;
extreme weather events; tropical rainforests and the
African savanna
• Development and Resource Issues – Global
inequalities (trade and tourism); managing water as
a resource; the rich-poor gap in one country
• Social Development Issues – Challenges of child
labour and migration; problems with HIV and
malaria

Fieldwork is an essential aspect of the
course. It is used to consolidate and
extend understanding of geographical
concepts. Fieldwork promotes
creativity (posing questions), scientiﬁc
approaches (collecting and recording
evidence) and independent thinking
(applying knowledge and skills to
reality).
Mathematical, cartographic, mapping
and statistical skills are embedded in
the qualiﬁcation to develop students’
competence in using a wide range of
geographical investigative skills and
approaches. Other skills include
literacy, teamwork, communication,
ICT, problemsolving and decision
making. Geography allows students
to develop essential skills used in
all aspects of life.

How will I be assessed?
Year

10
11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Changing Physical
and Human Landscapes

40%

Written
examination

Unit 2:Environmental and
Development Issues

40%

Written
examination

Unit 3: Fieldwork and
Controlled
20%
Non-Examination Assessment
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
According to the Royal Geographical Society,
Geography graduates have some of the highest rates
of graduate employment. Geography is great for any
kind of career that involves the environment, planning,
or collecting and interpreting data. However the skills
used and applied allow geographers to adapt to most
careers.

Health, Social Care &
Childcare
Course Outline
The Health and Social and
Child Care qualiﬁcation covers
all areas of Health and Social
and child care including play
groups, day nurseries, schools,
GP’s, hospitals and residential
and day care for older people.
The WJEC GCSE in Health and
Social Care, and Childcare equips
learners with knowledge,
understanding and skills related
to the development and care of
individuals throughout the life
cycle from conception to later
adulthood. Learners have the
opportunity to develop their
understanding of inﬂuences on
human growth, development,
behaviour and well-being.
They will also gain an
understanding of the social,
physical, emotional, and cultural
needs of people who use care
and support services, and
recognise that each individual
has a unique blend of abilities
and needs.

GCSE

What will I study?
You will study two core units:
Unit 1: Human growth, development and well-being
• Human development across the life cycle
• Physical, social, emotional and intellectual health
• The importance of active participation on development
and well-being
• Early intervention and prevention to promote and
support growth, development and
• Well-being for a range of conditions and circumstances
Unit 2: Promoting and maintaining health and well-being
• Health and social care, and childcare provision in
Wales to promote and support health and
• Well-being
• Public health and health promotion across the life cycle
• Factors aﬀecting health and well-being across the life
cycle

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit

Assessment

10

Unit 1: Human Growth

11

Unit 2: Health & Well-being
Task 1: Service Provision 24% Internal
Assessment
Task 2: Health Promotion 36%

40%

External
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Progression is maintained in Year 12 and 13 where
students can go on to study an A-Level or BTEC in
Health and Social Care. The course is also ideal for
students who may wish to pursue careers in the caring
professions and teaching.

History
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The aim of the course is to
provide a clear understanding
of the key issues which have
helped to shape our world
today.

• Nazi Germany
How did Hitler come to be in charge of Germany?
How did he change people’s lives?
• Britain: Depression, War and Recovery 1930 – 1951
How did WW2 change the lives of the people in
Britain?
• Crime and Punishment 1500-present day
How has crime changed over the last 500 years?
How have punishments changed?
• Jack The Ripper
How diﬀerent was life for the inhabitants of the
East End of London?
Did the police fail in catching ‘Jack The Ripper’.

Studying the course
The current GCSE classes have
listed the diﬀerent activities they
do in class:
• Acting out/role play
• Group work/pair work
• Visual literacy –
clips/ﬁlms/photographs
• Working to time limits and
following examination criteria
• Mind maps/spider diagrams
• Creative activities – making
things
• Discussions and debates
• Eye witness accounts of
events
• Games

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1:Britain 1930-51

25%

Written
examination

Unit 2:Germany 1919-39

25%

Written
examination

Unit 3:Crime and
Punishment 1500-2000

30%

Written
examination

Unit 4: Jack The Ripper

20%

Controlled
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
History develops the skills, knowledge and attitudes
essential to all areas of education; it helps us to
understand contemporary issues and prepares
students for life outside school by developing
important communication skills. The ability to select
and describe and explain, organise information and
come to a balanced judgement is important in many
careers such as teaching, youth and social work, law
and the police, journalism and medicine and can be
useful in many other careers. Many students go on to
study History at A/S and A Level and read History at
University.

Media Studies
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

Media Studies is an exciting
and challenging subject which
you can choose to study at
GCSE. The lessons focus on a
mixture of class discussion,
creative tasks and analysis work.
So, one lesson we could be
looking at characters in Netflix’s’
‘Stranger Things’ and the next we
could be creating a new movie
poster for an upcoming
blockbuster franchise.

• Unit 1: Exploring the Media
• Section A: Media language, representation,
media industries and audiences
• Section B: Representations – advertising, video
games and newspapers
• Unit 2: Understanding Television and Film
• Section A: Wales on Television
• Section B: Contemporary Hollywood Film
• Unit 3: Creating Media
• Students will plan and produce a media
product, marketed to a target audience.

You will have the opportunity to
study a range of media texts such
as ﬁlms, television programmes,
magazines, games, newspapers
and websites- both modern and
historical. You will also be taught
by experienced and well-qualiﬁed
teachers who are committed to
getting you the grades you
deserve.

Examples of texts we study:
• The Last of Us
• Dior/Chanel
• Gavin and Stacey
• Riverdale
• Stranger Things
• Nintendo/Playstation
• Call of Duty
• Deadpool

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Exploring the
Media

30%

Written
examination

Unit 2: Understanding
Television and Film

30%

Written
examination

Unit 3: Creating Media

40%

Non-exam
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The career opportunities after studying GCSE Media
Studies are endless. Many of our students have gone on
to study journalism, teaching, public relations,
marketing and law at University. In addition, some have
gone on to acquire apprenticeships at the BBC and
graphic design studios. If that isn’t amazing enough, you
could secure a career in the ﬁlm and television industry
itself. Roles in television production, ﬁlm-making and
music production are all possible options for you when
you leave us for further education or full-time
employment. Moreover, once you have studied Media
Studies GCSE, we oﬀer both Media and Film at A Level,
year on year one of the best performing A levels in the
entire UK (top 5% in the country).

Music
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The GCSE Music course
focuses on three elements;
performing, composing and
appraising.

• Unit 1: Performing
• Section A: Performing
For this unit students will perform two pieces:
one piece must be an ensemble performance,
the other piece(s) may be a solo performance
or another ensemble performance.
• Section B: Programme Note
For this small section, students will produce a
programme note for one of the pieces chosen
for performance, linked to an area of study.
• Unit 2: Composing
• Section A: Composing
For this unit of study students will produce two
compositions: the ﬁrst composition will be in
response to a brief, the second composition
will be free, to which your own brief will be set.
• Section B: Evaluating
A written evaluation of the ﬁrst composition.
• Unit 3: Appraising
• The exam will involve listening to diﬀerent
musical extracts and answering questions. The
exam will contain eight questions in total, two
questions on each of the four areas of study.

Throughout the two years,
students will study these
elements with a particular focus
on four areas of study; Film
Music, Popular Music, Musical
Forms & Devices and Music for
Ensemble. Students will complete
paired and group performing /
composing tasks in order to
further develop these skills from
Key Stage 3, and to develop their
conﬁdence before completing
coursework independently.
Whole class performances
regularly take place throughout
the course, including the two set
works that students study for
their ﬁnal exam.
The two set work pieces are
‘Handbags and Gladrags’ by
Stereophonics and ‘Rondeau’ by
Purcell.

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Performing

35%

Live
performance

Unit 2: Composing

35%

Controlled
assessment

Unit 3: Appraising

30%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
GCSE Music provides a solid foundation for progression
to music-related courses, including A Level Music, and
further careers in music. Further careers could involve,
performance, composing/songwriting, television/radio,
production, music therapy, events management and
many more.

Physical Education
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

This WJEC GCSE speciﬁcation in
physical education enables
students to engage in a practical
course, designed to encourage
students to be inspired, motivated
and challenged by the subject and
enable them to make informed
decisions about further learning
opportunities and career pathways.

The subject content focuses on ﬁve key areas:

Through studying GCSE Physical
Education students will acquire the
knowledge, understanding, skills and
values to develop and maintain their
performance in physical activities
and understand the beneﬁts to
health, ﬁtness and well-being.
Students will develop theoretical
knowledge and understanding of
the factors that underpin physical
activity and sport and use this
knowledge to improve
performance.
Students will perform eﬀectively
in diﬀerent physical activities by
developing skills and techniques
and selecting and using tactics,
strategies and/or compositional
ideas. They will develop their
ability to analyse and evaluate to
improve performance in physical
activity and sport.

•
•
•
•
•

Health, training and exercise
Exercise physiology
Movement analysis
Psychology of sport and physical activity
Socio-cultural issues in sport and physical activity.

All of the subject content is assessed in Unit 1 as part
of the written examination and in Unit 2 as part of the
personal ﬁtness programme.
Students will also be assessed in 3 sporting activities.
Each student must be assessed in an individual sport,
a team sport and any other as part of the practical
assessment.
Students must also design a personal ﬁtness
programme which will help to improve ﬁtness and
performance in one of the practical activities in which
they were assessed i.e. the major activity. Students
will not be assessed on whether or not improvements
have occurred.

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit
Unit 1: Introduction to
physical education

Assessment
50%

Written
examination

Unit 2: The active participant
Practical
50%
in physical education
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
Studying this course will provide a pathway to students
who are interested in careers ranging from Sports
Coaching, Physiotherapy and Sports Science to Sports
Journalism, Rugby Development Oﬃcers, Teaching and
Leisure and Tourism.

Religious Studies
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

The WJEC GCSE in Religious
Studies provides opportunities for
students to follow a course that is
coherent and that balances
knowledge of core beliefs,
teachings and practices of
Christianity and Judaism, with an
understanding of how they can be
applied to philosophical and ethical
themes.

Unit 1 – Religion and Philosophical Themes
• Christianity - Core beliefs, teachings and practices
• Judaism - Core beliefs, teachings and practices

The speciﬁcation will:
• Develop student’s knowledge and
understanding of religions and
non-religious beliefs, such as
atheism and humanism
• Develop student’s knowledge and
understanding of religious beliefs,
teachings, practices, and sources of
wisdom and authority, including
through their reading of key
religious texts, other texts, and
scriptures of the religions they are
studying
• Develop student’s ability to
construct well-argued,
well-informed, balanced and
structured written arguments,
demonstrating their depth and
breadth of understanding of the
subject .

Part B - Students must also study the two ethical
themes of Life and Death and Good and Evil from the
perspective of Christianity and Judaism.
Unit 2 – Religion and Ethical Themes
• Christianity - Core beliefs, teachings and practices
• Judaism - Core beliefs, teachings and practices
Part B - Students must also study the two ethical
themes of Relationships and Human Rights from the
perspective of Christianity and Judaism.

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit

Assessment

10

Unit 1: Religion and
Philosophical Themes

50%

External
examination

11

Unit 2: Religion and Ethical
Themes

50%

Internal
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
Career Opportunities: Solicitor, Journalist, Teacher,
Doctor or Nurse, Social Worker (all careers called, “The
caring professions”). Primary School Teacher, Human
Resources Oﬃcer, Business owner/Manager. Religious
Studies is a career that lends itself to all careers through
the skills you will gain.
A GCSE qualiﬁcation in Religious Studies can also lead
on to Advanced Study at A-Level in the subject and
other subject areas. Other subject areas can include
health and social care, geography, law, history,
sociology, philosophy, psychology, government and
politics, to name a few.

Spanish
GCSE

Course Outline

What will I study?

This GCSE course in Spanish
will develop students’ desire
and ability to communicate with
and understand speakers of
Spanish in a variety of contexts
and for a variety of purposes.

The GCSE course aims to develop the four language
skills and to extend knowledge of the way the
language works through the study of grammar.

The course will broaden
horizons, develop cultural
knowledge and understanding
and foster transferable skills such
as conﬁdence, communication,
problem solving and creativity.
The WJEC GCSE course in
Spanish will enable students to:
• develop their ability to
communicate conﬁdently and
coherently with native
speakers
• express and develop
thoughts and ideas
spontaneously and ﬂuently
• listen to and understand
clearly articulated, standard
speech at near normal
speed
• develop awareness and
understanding of the
culture and identity of the
countries and communities
where the language is
spoken

Students follow the WJEC course and study topics
which build upon their knowledge from Key Stage 3
such as family, home life, school and free time.
The context for learning the language is organised
under three broad themes:
• Identity and culture
• Wales and the World – areas of interest
• Current and future study and employment

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Speaking

25%

Oral
examination

Unit 2: Listening

25%

Listening
examination

Unit 3: Reading

25%

Reading
examination

Unit 4: Writing

25%

Written
examination

Career opportunities and
progression
• Foreign language qualiﬁcations are well regarded by
universities’ admissions tutors.
• They are of ever-increasing value in the competition
for employment in commerce and industry.
• 75% of employers need people with language skills
and will lose business without this.
• Graduates with modern languages are more likely to
ﬁnd work than those without.

Constructing the
Built Environment
Course Outline
The purpose of this vocational
construction course is to enable
learners to learn in such a way
that they develop.
• Skills required or independent
learning and development
• A range of generic and
transferable skills
• The ability to solve problems
• The skills of project based
research, development and
presentation
• The fundamental ability to
work alongside other
professionals, in a professional
environment
• The ability to apply learning in
vocational contexts.
The qualiﬁcation has been devised
around the concept of a ‘plan, do,
review’ approach to learning where
learners are introduced to a
context for learning, review
previous learning to plan
activities, carry out activities and
review outcomes and learning.

Level 1/ 2

What will I study?
Within this subject pupils have the ability to experience
a range of activities using a range of materials such as:
• Wood e.g. hang a door, make a frame, attach a
skirting board, create a timber stud wall
• Brick e.g. use wall connectors, cut bricks, create
wall no higher than a metre, stretcher bond
• Plaster e.g. apply plasterboard, skim
• Decorate e.g. emulsion a surface, gloss a pane
door, paper an internal corner or around a switch
• Tiling e.g. ﬂoor and wall, patch repair
• Electrical e.g. lighting, add a new socket
• Plumbing e.g. waste and taps to sink
Candidates are required to complete one 1 hour
examination.
The Online Assessment consists of short and extended
answer questions, based on stimulus material and
applied contexts. Learners are allowed one resit
opportunity. The highest grade will contribute towards
the overall grade for the qualiﬁcation

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Safety and security in
construction

30%

Written
examination

Practical construction
skills

50%

Controlled
assessment

Planning construction
projects

Controlled
20% assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The successful completion of this qualiﬁcation,
together with other equivalent qualiﬁcations, such as
in maths and the sciences, could provide the learner
with opportunities to access a range of qualiﬁcations
including GCE, apprenticeships, vocationally related
and occupational qualiﬁcations. These include;
• Construction labourer
• Level 2/3 qualiﬁcations in construction, such as
plumbing, carpentry, electronics, bricklaying
• Apprenticeships in construction

Engineering
Level 2

Course Outline

What will I study?

Engineering is essentially a
practical and skills based
subject where students will
have the opportunity to develop
skills in the use of machine and
hand tools similar to those used
in local industries.

This course covers the fundamental skills and knowledge
common to all engineering practices, including health and
safety requirements and communicating engineering
information. It oﬀers an extensive choice and ﬂexibility for
students to demonstrate competence in one or more of a
broad variety of engineering activities.

This course is a National
Vocational qualiﬁcation (NVQ). It
involves the skills and knowledge
needed to do the job, ability to
organise work and identify and
prevent problems. NVQs are
based on national occupational
standards, which the student
must meet to be competent in a
particular task. The achievement
of NVQs will encourage students
to value their contribution to the
workplace, and it will develop
their skills and potential.
The Engineering facilities are
state of the art and oﬀer
students the opportunity to
work with quality tools and
equipment. Students will also
beneﬁt from a solid link with
a local employer.

The course will have an emphasis on practical work to
develop sound mechanical engineering skills.
Students will learn to work with a variety of materials
including many diﬀerent types of plastics and metals.
Students will learn to make machined products utilising
skills such as hand skills, centre lathe turning, 3 in 1
machine and milling.
The course is based purely on practical skills and there is a
portfolio based qualiﬁcation with no written examination.

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit

Assessment
Controlled
assessment

Unit 1

10

11

Unit 2

50%

Controlled
assessment

Unit 3

Controlled
assessment

Unit 4

Controlled
assessment

Unit 5

50%

Unit 6

Controlled
assessment
Controlled
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The NVQ Engineering provides a suitable pathway for
students interested in going on to study Engineering
at Level 3, AS/A-Level and is particularly suited to
students considering a career, apprenticeship or
further education in mechanical engineering, civil
engineering, motor engineering and electrical
engineering.

BTEC Enterprise
Level 2

Course Outline

What will I study?

The Extended Certiﬁcate in
Enterprise is designed for
learners interested in
developing core enterprise
skills at Level 2.

This course builds on subject content which is taught at Key
Stage 3 during lessons. The course consists of three
mandatory units plus 2 optional units. The units require
students to learn about entrepreneurs and why they are
important to business and customers. Students will also learn
about the busienss environment and gain understanding of
ﬁnancial documents used in business. With detailed
knowledge and understanding of entrepreneurial concepts,
the students will create a business plan for an idea of their
choice and will pitch the idea similar to pitches seen on
BBC’s Dragon’s Den.

The course has been
developed to give learners the
opportunty to:
• Engage in learning that is
relevant to them and which
will provide opportunites to
develop a range of skills and
techniques, personal skills
and attributes essential for
successful performance in
working life
• Achieve a nationally
recognised Level 2
vocational qualiﬁcation
• Progress to employment in a
particular vocational sector
• Progress to related general
and/or vocational
qualiﬁcation

This course is equivalent to two GCSE qualiﬁcations grade
A* - C.

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit
The Entrepreneurial
Mindset

Assessment
20%

Internal
assessment

Creating a Vision for your
Internal
20%
Business Plan
assessment
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The Business
Environment

Internal
20% assessment

Financial Modelling and
Forecasting

20%

Internal
assessment

Preparing and Pitching a
Business Plan

20%

Internal
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
You can progress onto a range of jobs within Business
related areas or you can progress onto Level 3 courses
and then Higher Education courses such as Degrees or
Foundation Degrees. If further education is not for
you, students will be equipped with the knowledge to
start-up a small business enterprise.

Hospitality and Catering
Level 1/ 2

Course Outline

What will I study?

Hospitality and catering is a
dynamic, vibrant and innovative
sector delivering vital jobs, growth
and investment in the heart of our
local communities - important
culturally, socially and
economically.

Unit 1 enables students to gain and develop
comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the
hospitality and catering industry including provision,
health and safety, and food safety. Topics include:
• Hospitality and catering provision
• How hospitality and catering providers operate
• Health and safety in hospitality and catering
• Food safety in hospitality and catering
Unit 2 enables students to develop and apply
knowledge and understanding of the importance of
nutrition and how to plan nutritious menus. Students
will learn the skills needed to prepare, cook and
present dishes. They will also learn how to review
their work eﬀectively. Topics include:
• The importance of nutrition
• Menu planning
• The skills and techniques of preparation, cooking
and presentation of dishes
• Evaluating cooking skills

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: The Hospitality
and Catering Industry

40%

Written
examination

Unit 2: Hospitality and
Catering in Action

60%

Internal
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
Businesses which make up the hospitality sector include
hotels, restaurants, coﬀee shops, pubs and bars, leisure
parks, stadia, nightclubs, contract caterers, food service
operators, entertainment and visitor attractions.
Employment can range from waiting staﬀ, receptionists
and catering assistants to chefs, hotel and bar
managers, and food technologists working for
supermarket chains. Some of these roles require further
education and training either through apprenticeships or
further and higher education.
The Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering is
designed to support learners who want to learn about
this vocational sector and the potential it can oﬀer them
for their careers or progression on to further study.

ICT

Level 1/ 2

Course Outline

What will I study?

This course allows learners to
explore the wide range of uses of
hardware, application and
specialist software in society.
Learners will investigate how
information technology is used in a
range of contexts, including
business and organisations,
education and home use of
information technology.

Unit 1: ICT in Society
You will:
• Explore the wide range of uses of hardware,
application and specialist software in society
• Investigate how information technology is used in a
range of contexts, including business and
organisations, education and homes.

The course introduces learners to a
broad working knowledge of
databases, spreadsheets, automated
documents and images and enables
learners to apply their knowledge
and understanding to solve
problems in vocational settings.

Unit 2: ICT in Context
• Gain a working knowledge of databases,
spreadsheets, automated documents and images
• Learn to apply your knowledge and understanding
to solve problems in vocational settings.
You will develop a number of skills which are
attractive to employer, colleges and universities
including:
11
• Communication
• Coping with rapid changes in technology
• Critical thinking
• Designing, programming, testing and evaluating
software systems
• Learning independently
• Numeracy and data handling
• Problem solving
• Research Taking on responsibility
• Time management

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: ICT in Society

40%

On-screen
examination

Unit 2: ICT in Context

60%

Controlled
assessment

11

Career opportunities and
progression
The ICT industry oﬀers a wide range of exciting
opportunities which include:
• Data analyst
• Digital content producer
• Systems engineer
• Web marketing manager

BTEC Leadership in Sport
Level 2

Course Outline

What will I study?

The leadership through sport
course will provide students
with the knowledge and
understanding of factors that
underpin sports leadership.
Students will begin to
understand the factors that are
vital to careers in the sports
industry.

During the two-year course, students will study the
requirements needed for planning and leading sports
activities. This will require students to take charge of
practical sessions where they will need to show the
qualities and skills required to be a successful sports
coach. This will culminate in the planning and running of a
successful Year 6 transition sports event held at the
school, where students will be responsible for delivering a
multi sports training session and competition, which has
been devised by all students within the class. Students will
also be taught about the injuries that are possible in sport,
how to risk assess events to minimise the chance of injury
and also as a leader how they could treat and manage
many injuries they may come across as sports leaders.

How will I be assessed?
Year

11

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: Planning and
Leading Sports Activities

Internal
33% assessment

Unit 2: Injury in Sport

33%

Internal
assessment

Unit 3: Planning and
Running a Sports Event

33%

Internal
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
Studying this course will provide a pathway to
students who are interested in careers ranging from
Sports Coaching, Physiotherapy and Sports Science to
Sports Journalism, Rugby Development Oﬃcers,
Teaching and Leisure and Tourism.

BTEC Performing Arts
Level 2

Course Outline

What will I study?

A two year course consisting of
three units that cover:
Exploring the Performing Arts,
Developing Skills and
Techniques in the Performing
Arts and Performing to a Brief.
The Award gives students the
opportunity to develop
sector-speciﬁc knowledge and
skills in a practical learning
environment.

The Award gives students the opportunity to develop
sectorspeciﬁc knowledge and skills in a practical learning
environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal
importance, which cover the:
• Development of key skills that prove students’
aptitude in performing arts, such as reproducing
repertoire or responding to stimulus
• Process that underpins eﬀective ways of working in
the performing arts, such as development of ideas,
rehearsal and performance
• Attitudes that are considered most important in the
performing arts, including personal management and
communication
• Knowledge that underpins eﬀective use of skills,
processes and attitudes in the sector, such as roles,
responsibilities, performance disciplines and styles.

How will I be assessed?
Year

Unit
Unit 1: Individual
showcase

11

Assessment
25%

External
assessment

Unit 2: Preperation
Internal
25%
Preformance and Production
assessment
Unit 3: Optional unit

50%

Internal
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The performing arts are a major part of the creative
and cultural industries in the UK. Overall, the industry
contributes £3.5 billion to the UK economy. There are
5,480 businesses and 101,593 people working in the
performing arts sector. Study of this sector at Key
Stage 4 will complement GCSE study through
providing an opportunity for practical exploration and
application alongside conceptual study, leading to
strong opportunities to progress post-16.
This qualiﬁcation provides students with the
opportunity to develop all-round performance skills
and transferable skills such as self-conﬁdence,
self-presentation, personal discipline, time
management and organisational skills which are highly
regarded by higher education and employers.

Tourism
Level 1 / 2

Course Outline

What will I study?

Travel and Tourism adopts an
enquiry approach to the study of
some of the world’s most popular
tourist destinations. It promotes
critical thinking about the travel and
tourism industry, both from local
destinations to a global scale.
The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award
in Tourism oﬀers a learning experience
that allows you to apply knowledge,
skills and an understanding through
purposeful tasks set to have many of
the characteristics of real work.

This course will cover a range of subjects including:

The course will enable students to
learn in such a way that they develop:
• skills required for independent
learning and development;
• the ability to solve problems;
• the skills of project based
research, development and
presentation;
• the fundamental ability to work
alongside other professionals
The travel and tourism sector is one
of the largest and fastest growing in
the world. An understanding of this
sector is essential for anybody
looking to pursue a career in this
ﬁeld. The qualiﬁcation will provide a
broad basis for further employment.
Students during the course will also
have the opportunity to work with
outside companies and visit some
local tourist destinations.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Interpersonal Skills for the Travel and Tourism Industry
Structure of the UK Tourism Industry
Working as a Resort Representative
Principles of Customer Service
Worldwide Travel and Tourism Destinations
Sales and negotiation skills

At the end of the course students can achieve Level 2 Pass,
Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction and Level 2 Distinction*.
Learners who do not achieve at Level 2 may be awarded a
Level 1 grade.

How will I be assessed?
Unit
9801
9802
9803

Title

Assessment

Customer Experience

Internal
assessment

The Business of Tourism

External
assessment

Developing UK Tourist
Destinations

Internal
assessment

Career opportunities and
progression
The career opportunities after studying Travel and
Tourism are endless. Past students after qualifying
have pursued careers such as; Cabin crew, Tour
guides, Museum managers, Travel agents, Holiday
representatives, Hotel work, kitchen work, Theme
park workers, conference workers, customer service
managers, event managers and marketing executives.

Understanding Nutrition
and Health
Course Outline
The NCFE Certiﬁcate in
Understanding Nutrition and
Health (QCF) equips students
with the knowledge,
understanding and skills
required to cook and apply the
principles of good nutrition and
healthy eating into their
everyday lives and beyond. It
encourages students to cook and
enables them to make informed
decisions about food and
nutrition and allows them to
acquire knowledge in order to be
able to feed themselves and
others aﬀordably and nutritiously,
now and later in life.

Level 2

What will I study?
This course builds on subject content which is taught at Key
Stage 3 three during Health and Wellbeing lessons. The
course provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course
of study for students who can demonstrate eﬀective and safe
cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of
food commodities whilst using diﬀerent cooking techniques
and equipment.
This qualiﬁcation aims to:
• increase understanding of the principles of healthy
eating and the role of food in maintaining health
• increase conﬁdence in planning and achieving a healthy
diet
• provide an understanding of how an individual’s dietary
requirements change throughout their life
• provide an understanding of food labelling and the
ability to use information from food labels
• provide information on eating disorders
• increase understanding of the role of a healthy diet for
weight management
• increase understanding of the principles of food safety
in a home environment.

How will I be assessed?
Year

10

Unit

Assessment

Unit 1: The Principles of
Healthy Eating

20%

Internal
assessment

Unit 2: The Nutritional
Needs of Individuals

20%

Internal
assessment

Unit 3: Planning a Healthy
10% Practical
Diet
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Unit 4: Principles Weight
Management

20%

Internal
assessment

Unit 5: Understanding
Eating Disorders

20%

Internal
assessment

Unit 6: Principles of Food
10% Practical
Safety for the Home
Environment

Career opportunities and
progression
Level 3 Health and Social Care, Sports Science, Food
Science, Degree Human Nutrition
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